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“The river flows at its own sweet will, but the flood is 
bound in the two banks. If it were not thus bound, its 
freedom would be wasted.” 


— Vinoba Bhave 


is is a Story about a 


mighty flood, 
that covered the town in 
water and mud. 


It rained so much the river 
did break, 

turning Shepparton into a 
lake. 


(Ofor all around the 


Shepparton region, 
people drove up in single 
filed legion. 


To load up their cars with 
many sandbags, 

dutifully filled alongside 
national flags. 


Sanat and Will put on 
their gumboots, 


and brightly colored 
waterproof suits. 


Luckily they’d had a good 
deal of practice, 

putting water floaties on 
dear dancing cactus. 


Mam and Dad loaded 
the car, 

for a drive that was not too 
far. 


The family would need to 
find shelter, 

from this very wet helter- 
skelter. 


) ff they drove down the 
road, 

as the water rose and 
flowed. 


To the safety of Poppy and 
Nanna, 

Dad did drive Mum, Will 
and Hannah. 


Bong the way they did 


See, 
floodwater well passed 
your knee. 


With all manner of things 
afloat, 
there was even a little boat. 


‘With soldiers, firefighters 
and police, 

mustering up some elbow 
grease. 


A hip high barrier slowly 
took form, 

for Shepparton region to 
ride out the storm. 


‘Weh Dad, Mum, Will 


and Hannah arrived, 
Nanna and Poppy were 
glad they’d survived. 


Poppy greeted them 
wearing his hat, 

avoiding tripping on Cleo 
the cat. 


Unéles Ryan, Cameron 
and Rhys, 

had been worried about 
their nephew and niece. 


But now that they were out 
of harm’s way, 

they knew very well that 
all was okay. 


g pending some nights 
sleeping over, 

watching Elmo, Peppa and 
Grover. 


Hannah and Will could not 
lie, 

They agreed it was better 
to be dry. 


LB, the water went away, 


the town cheered 
“Hooray!” 


For the flood had brought a 
lot of stress, 

and now it was time to 
clean up the mess. 


Ryan Fletcher is a writer, 
cartoonist, graphic designer, 
aged care worker, former 
‘Federal Senate candidate 

— anda proud uncle. 


In October, 2022 Shepparton and 
surrounding areas got flooded. 


This is a story-rhyme book about 
how Dad, Mum, Will and Hannah 
survived the rising waters. 


